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MacDonald to be inducted into Gridiron Club Hall of Fame

The Marblehead Magicians Gird-
ron Club will hold its 19th annual
Hall of Fame dinner on Sept. 29,
2001 at the Gerry 5 with a social
hour at 6 p.m., dinner at 7 p.m. and
the program at 8 p.m. Reservations
are necessary. Call W. S, Haines at
781-631-1510 and Carl Siegel at
781-631-5475.

The sole inductee will be Dr.
George L. MacDonald, retired Chief
of Surgery at Salem Hospital and an
outstanding three-sport athlete at

Marblehead High School, graduat-
ing as Senior Class President in
1951.

In football, George paid his dues
as aJV sophomore with some varsity
play in 1948, and was a varsity
starter in 1949 and 1950, primarily
as a left halfback and linebacker. A
hard-hitting runner, blocker and
tackler, he also was an excellent
passer and one of Marblehead’s
finest punters. Forty- and 50-yard
punts were the usual for him.

In 1949 and 1950, he scored 4
touchdowns, an extra point and threw
four touchdown passes. He was
named to the North Shore All Stars,
was listed as the starting fullback at
195 pounds against the Suburban All
Stars, and was described as a “stand-
out” in that postseason game.

Under Coach Herm Hussey, Mar-
blehead won or shared the North-
eastern Conference title in 1948,
1949 and 1950. The 1948 team was
6-2-2; 1949 was 7-2-0; and the 1950

team vas 9-1-1, scoring 200 points to
the opponents’ 46 and losing only to
Class B Champion Saugus.

George MacDonald was also one
of Marblehead’s finest catchers and
baseball players. A three-year starter
(captain in 1951), he was excellent
behind the plate, a long-ball and high
average hitter, and for two years a
Northeastern Conference All-Star. In
basketball, he was a two-year starter
for a NEC championship team which
twice lost to Fairhaven in Boston

Garden in the state tournament.
At Harvard, he played freshman

JV and varsity football and was cap-
“tain of both the Harvard freshman

(1952) and varsity (1955) baseball
teams when he led the Crimson to
their first Greater Boston League
title with an 18-5 record, the most
wins in Harvard history.

George MacDonald is a founder
and the initial president of the Mar-
blehead Magicians Gridiron Club, is

arecipient of the Monsignor John B, -

Carroll Award for ‘Outstanding
Community Service to Youth, is a
member of the Marblehead Boosters
Club Hall of Fame.

He officiated high school football
games for 23 years, is a past presi-
dent of the Gridiron Club of Greater
Boston, and is a recipient of the
National Football Foundation’s
Annual Contribution to Amateur
Football Award.

Submitted by Marblehead
Magicians Gridiron Club
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he Marblehead Gridiron Club is
onoring a very special indi-

vidual Saturday night when Dr.
George MacDonald will be inducted at
the Gerry 5. It's
very rare when the
club adds a single
honoree. But there
wouldn't be room
enough if four or
five were included.

Elliott Roundy
and Trem Robarts,
: two of the town’s

immortals, were
B the only other
inot single inductees.
N_voc_‘mm That in itself tells
you about the high regard for Mac-
Donald. That’s awesome company.

“A great athlete, a great doctor and a
great gentleman, that sums him up,”
Esso Haines said. “Nobody is more
respected for what they’'ve accom-
plished in town and nobody is more de-
serving. He made his mark athletically
and medically and helped a lot of kids
get into prep school and college, things
you never heard of.”

MacDonald truly was an impact high
school athlete. He was a halfback, line-
backer and punter for a couple of sea-
sons on Herm Hussey teams that flour-
ished to the tune of only three losses in
30 games (1948-'49), including a 9-1-1
stint when he was a senior and the
“Headers" outscored the opposition,
200-46. He was an all-star baseball
catcher, a two-time NEC selection and
the 1951 captain, as well as a standout
basketball player who appeared in the
old Tech Tourney at Boston Garden on
two occasions.

His 42-year medical career included
a decade as chief of surgery at Salem
Hospital.

He also served as captain for a Har-
vard baseball team that won its first Ivy
League baseball championship in 1955.

If he had his wish, however, he would
have worn a Red Sox uniform, He loved
baseball and still does. Baseball was al-
ways his best sport and he actually did
wear Red Sox flannels, right there in
Fenway Park, the summer after he
graduated from Harvard.

“I spent a whole week at Fenway. It
was a fantasy. I'm catching (batting

MacDonald is honored

MacDonald truly was an impact high school athlete.
He was a halfback, linebacker and punter for a
couple of seasons on Herm Hussey teams that
flourished to the tune of only three losses
in 30 games (1948-'49), including a 9-1-1 stint
when he was a senior and the “Headers” outscored
the opposition, 200-46.

practice) and Ted Williams is bat-
fing. Ted was as nice to me as
anyone, although Bobby Doerr
and Johnny Pesky were very
kind, too,” MacDonald, now 68,
said. “I was there for a week and
it was kind of an evaluation thing.
Jack Madden was both the Har-
vard and Red Sox trainer and he
made the connection. I batted
some and did some throwing and
the Red Sox assigned me to
‘Houlton, Maine, in the old Maine-
New Brunswick League.

“Holten’s up there near-the
Canadian border and didn’t even
‘have TV,” MacDonald recalled.
“The Houlton Collegians were the
-only game in town. It was
‘fiothing but baseball. We played
eight games a week. Dick O'Con-
nell was the Red Sox general
manager who sent me up there
and said we'd see about a con-
tract after the summer.”

George's mother, Lillian, was
taken aback that her son would
opt for baseball when it was al-
ways believed he'd pursue the
medical profession.

~“T told her, ‘Mom, I do have a de-
gree from Harvard. I can always
get a job as a truck driver,” Mac-
Donald recalled with a chuckle.

MacDonald had a good summer
with the Houlton Collegians, but
not good enough in his eyes.
You've heard about guys having
their careers curtailed by the
curve ball? That was one of Mac-
Donald’s problems. .

Lillian MacDonald was greatly
relieved when George decided pro
baseball wasn't for him. -

“I didn't do all that badly,” he
said. “T did OK in Houlton. The
thing is, I didn’t burn up the
league and if you're going any-
where, you have to burn up the
league. That was like Class B and
I certainly didn’t burn it up.  had
Class A ahead of me, but I real-
ized I wasn't going to make it to
the majors, The pitching was very
good and my hitting was just fair,
at best. It was tough competition,
better than I thought it would be.
The baseball at Harvard was
good, but it didn't prepare you for
a pro career., “

He called home and told his
mother that maybe he could make
it as a doctor.

MacDenald was in junior high
when he said his career goal was
that he wanted to become a
doctor,

“My father (George) had had a
heart attack when he was 39 or 40
and almost died,” MacDonald
said. “A doctor saved his life and
[ watched it happen at home.
This was around Christmas. I
thought my dad had died. He had
no pulse when the doctor got
there. He was lying in a chair
and his heart had stopped.

“The doctor plunged a big sy-
ringe of adrenaline through my fa-
ther’s chest, into his heart, and
that’s what revived him. It was
amazing, and that’s when I first
thought that maybe I can do some-

thing like that, I couldn’t believe
what that doctor did. My dad lived
20 years after that, and that’s how
1 was able to get to college, to Har-
vard and medical school at Tufts.”

You don't think MacDonald was
the prototype student-athlete?
Coming out of Marblehead, where
he was senior class president, he
applied to every Ivy League.
school, the Naval Academy, Stan-
ford and was accepted to all. He
chose Harvard, -

MacDonald had three photos on
the wall in his medical office over
the years: his father’s, the leg-
endary Trem Robarts, who
coached him in baseball and was
on the football staff, and Dr. John
Ballou, “my mentor, a wonderful
guy and a great surgeon.”

He met the famed Dr. Stanford
Hopkins, the football trainer in
high school, and said Dr. Hopkins

‘was among the first to encourage

him about the medical field.

MacDonald also was a top-
ranking high school football offi-
cial for 25 years and often worked
the Beverly-Salem game.

He looks back over 42 years and
delights in not having had a single
issue or dispute with a patient.

“Not one lawsuit,” MacDonald
said with a smile.

Nor was there ever a problem
if a patient had financial diffi-
culty. The treatments and
surgery continued.

MacDonald has no bigger ad-
mirer than his close friend Bill
Gillis, the former Salem State
athletic director. Gillis can tell
you what George MacDonald is
all about.

“T was 9 years old when my fa-
ther died, and George was no
more than 5 years older, but he
became my big brother. He took
me under his wing. He bought me
books, took me on the football bus
when the high school played and
made me a better person. My dad
had worked for the water depart-
ment and George's dad was the
water commissioner in town.
George’s dad made sure my mom
-got a pension. That’s how the fam-
ilies knew each other.”

When Gillis played football at
Marblehead High he wore George
MacDonald's No. 6 numeral.,

“He’s there for you and he's
there for everybody,” Gillis said.
“He’s the type of person who gives
100 percent to all those people
around him. He can be very proud
of his family. His son Jeffrey is an
ordained minister in Newburyport
and daughter Bonnie a psycholo-
gist. George and wife Lois just cel-
ebrated their 40th anniversary.”

MacDonald can thank his med-
ical stars for having such a lovely
bride for all these years. They met
in an operating room at the Mayo
Clinic in Minnesota.

“George tells the story all the
time. He saw Lois' blue eyes
across the operating table and told
her right then and there he'd like
to go out on a date,” Gillis said.

The rest is blissful history.



